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Why Japan?
World’s second largest single-country economy

2008 GDP (Source: IMF)

1. USA: US$14.265 trillion
2. Japan: US$4.924 trillion
3.   China: US$4.402 trillion
11. Canada: US$1.511 trillion
12. India: US$1.210 trillion



Increasing Imports

Between 1994 and 2004, the value of imports 
by Japan increased 57% from $376 billion to 
$591 billion.

BUT!

BC’s  exports to Japan dropped from $5.7 
billion to $3.8 billion. (BC’s market share went 
from 1.5% in 1994 to 0.6% in 2004.)



Sophisticated Knowledge-based 
Economy

Japan is an attractive market for firms producing 
leading edge, value-added products:

– Environmental technologies
– Advanced housing and healthy housing 

technologies
– Information and communication technologies
– Products for an aging society
– High-end agri-food (e.g., organic foods, wine)



Established International Trade 
Experience

– Local companies can transact business with 
confidence with respect to commercial and 
legal processes

– Fewer concerns regarding intellectual 
property issues



Kelowna-Kasugai Sister City Relationship
– Strong relationship spanning over 28 years

– Historically focused on cultural and civic exchanges

– Mayor Ito and the Kasugai Chamber of Commerce 
have expressed interest in building on the strength of 
the relationship to expand economic ties

– Explore opportunities to collaborate with Chubu 
University (alternative energy, nanotechnology)



Nagoya Metropolitan Area
– Kasugai is located in the Nagoya Metropolitan 

area which is the third largest commercial region 
in Japan

– Population of over 9 million, with a GDP of over 
$437 billion (2004 figure)

– Home to Japan’s largest industrial base with 
companies such as Toyota, Honda, Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries, Fuji Heavy Industries



Kasugai as a Gateway to Japan and Asia
– Using the strength of the ties with Kasugai to 

establish an economic relationship will assist in 
expanding into other regions of Japan

– Strong support from the Canadian Consulate in 
Nagoya to develop the regional market

– Doing business with Japan can act as a 
gateway to other Asian economies



Opportunities for Japanese Trade and 
Investment in Kelowna

– Opens the door to Japanese trade and 
investment relationships in Kelowna

– Technology transfer opportunities to 
support the region’s growth in advanced 
tech and clean tech industries



Conclusion
“Japan is our most important trade and investment 
partner in Asia by a significant margin … [and] is 
British Columbia’s litmus test for how the Province will 
fare economically in the rest of Asia. If BC cannot do 
well in Japan, then the chances for success in the rest 
of Asia are slim. Japan also offers untapped potential 
to partner in seeking new export destinations.”

- Excerpt from the Japan Market Advisory Group Report to the Asia Pacific Trade Council
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